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Monday, December 16, 2024

The Honourable Ann Kang

Minister of Post-Secondary Education and Future Skills
Province of British Columbia

Sent by email: PSFS.Minister@gov.bc.ca

Subject: International Student Policy Changes Threaten BC Colleges and Communities
Dear Minister Kang,

Congratulations on your re-election and reappointment as Minister of Post-Secondary Education and Future
Skills. On behalf of the Camosun College Faculty Association (CCFA), | wish you continued success in your role
and look forward to working with you to strengthen BC’s post-secondary education system. You step into this
position at a critical moment for our sector, and your support will be instrumental in addressing the challenges
ahead.

| recently traveled to Ottawa with representatives from the Vancouver Community College Faculty Association
and the North Island College Faculty Association to express concerns regarding the abrupt changes to federal
international student visa policies and the issuance of post-graduate work permits (PGWPs). These changes,
introduced by Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC), were implemented swiftly on November 1
without a fulsome consideration of their unintended consequences, particularly on community colleges.

While we recognize the federal government’s intent to curb abuses in the system by certain “bad actors,” these
policy changes disproportionately harm public community colleges like Camosun, which have a long-standing
commitment to serving both domestic and international students with integrity and support.

Our Key Requests

During our meetings with federal representatives, including Minister Miller’s Chief of Staff Mike Burton, Liberal
MP Terry Beech, and Green MP Elizabeth May, we emphasized two critical issues that require immediate
attention:

1. Expansion of National Occupation Codes (NOCs):
The federal government uses NOCs to determine eligibility for PGWPs. However, these codes exclude
critical program areas such as Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE), hospitality, culinary arts, and
business—fields facing acute labor shortages in BC. Expanding the NOCs to include these programs is
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essential for community colleges to continue addressing local and provincial workforce needs
effectively.

2. PGWP Eligibility for College Degree Programs:
Under the new policy, international students enrolled in degree programs at colleges are ineligible for
PGWPs, unlike their peers at universities. This inequity unfairly penalizes students at colleges and
undermines institutions like Camosun, which play a vital role in training BC's workforce. PGWPs must be
available to all international students in degree programs, regardless of whether they attend a university
or college.

Impact on Camosun College and BC's Communities

The impact of these changes is already being felt at Camosun College. Shortly after we returned from Ottawa,
NDP MP Laurel Collins came to Camosun to meet with faculty and students to hear how the changes to federal
immigration policy are already affecting us. With a projected decline in international student enrollment—by at
least 30% this spring, with even steeper drops expected in the fall, the cascading effects already include:

e Reductions in Program Offerings: Declining revenue will force cuts to both domestic and international
programming, reducing educational opportunities in key areas.

e Cuts to Student Services: Vital supports such as counselling and services for Indigenous learners will be
scaled back due to budget shortfalls.

e Job Losses: Faculty and staff layoffs will have significant economic impacts on the local community.

e Loss of Cultural and Economic Contributions: International students enrich campus life, contribute to
the workforce, and support local businesses. Their absence diminishes the cultural diversity and
economic activity that benefit all of BC.

Additionally, Canada’s reputation as a top destination for international students is at risk. Students are already
choosing other countries for their studies, which tarnishes our standing and weakens the economic and social
benefits of international education.

How Your Support Can Help

Minister Kang, we ask for your assistance in addressing these urgent challenges. Specifically, we request that
you:

e Advocate with Premier Eby to place this issue on the agenda of the next First Ministers’ Meeting.

e Collaborate with the federal government to expand NOCs and restore PGWP eligibility for all
international students in degree programs.

e Work with the federal government to develop a relief plan with transitional funding for institutions
hardest hit by these abrupt changes.
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e Consult directly with BC's community colleges to ensure their needs are considered in future policy
decisions and act on the findings from the Post-Secondary Education Funding Review.

e Resurrect and complete the dormant post-secondary funding review authored by Don Wright and
implement the necessary improvements and reforms to address the chronic underfunding of post
secondary education in BC.

Your Time to Shine

These policy changes represent the most significant crisis to hit BC's post-secondary education sector in over a
decade. Without immediate intervention, their impact will ripple across institutions, students, faculty, and
communities, threatening the financial viability of colleges like Camosun and reducing access to education and
services for all learners. With your help our college and community can weather these sudden policy changes
and even improve! Our sector has needed a Minister with a vision for a better future and the courage to make it
happen, we hope it is you.

| would welcome the opportunity to discuss these matters further with you and provide additional insights on
how the provincial government can directly intercede to save vital programming and the staff and instructional
jobs needed to run them. Thank you for considering our concerns and supporting BC's community colleges
during this critical time.

Respectfully,

Lynelle Yutani
President, Camosun College Faculty Association

cc:
Tanya Clairmont, Chair, Camosun College Board of Governors, c/o martinh@camosun.ca

Lane Trotter, President, Camosun College TrotterL@camosun.ca

David Eby — Premier of British Columbia Premier@gov.bc.ca

Brenda Bailey — Minister of Finance FIN.Minister@gov.bc.ca

Grace Lore — MLA Victoria-Beacon Hill grace.lore.mla@leg.bc.ca

Marc Miller — Minster of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Marc.Miller@parl.gc.ca
Mike Burton — Marc Miller Chief of Staff, mike.burton@cic.gc.ca
Terry Beech — Member of Parliament terry.beech@parl.gc.ca

Laurel Collins — Member of Parliament laurel.collins@parl.gc.ca

Elizabeth May — Member of Parliament Elizabeth.May@parl.gc.ca
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