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Monday, December 16, 2024

The Honourable David Eby
Premier of British Columbia
Office of the Premier

Sent by email: Premier@gov.bc.ca

Subject: Urgent Action Needed to Address Federal Immigration Policies Threatening
Community Colleges

Dear Premier Eby,

As President of the Camosun College Faculty Association (CCFA), | am reaching out to express
my deep concerns about the far-reaching impacts of recent federal immigration policy changes
on BC’'s community colleges, including Camosun College. These policies were implemented
without proper consultation and are already having profound consequences on our institutions,
students, and the communities we serve.

Camosun College has long been a cornerstone of education on Vancouver Island, delivering
critical training for industries facing labor shortages and fostering economic and cultural vitality.
The unintended effects of these federal changes jeopardize our ability to continue fulfilling this
mission.

During recent meetings with federal representatives, including Minister Miller’s Chief of Staff,
Mike Burton, Liberal MP Terry Beech, and Green MP Elizabeth May | raised two critical issues
requiring immediate action.

e The current Federal NOCs exclude key program areas such as Early Childhood Care and
Education (ECCE), hospitality, culinary arts, dental and business that are vital to meeting
our regional labour market outlook. These are fields facing critical labor shortages in BC,
yet graduates of these programs are ineligible for post-graduate work permits (PGWPs).
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e International students enrolled in degree programs at colleges, such as those at
Camosun, are excluded from PGWPs under the new policy. This inequity puts colleges at
a severe disadvantage compared to universities and hampers our ability to attract and
retain international students who are vital to the province’s economy and labor force.

At Camosun College, we are already seeing the consequences of these policy changes.
International student enrollment is projected to decline sharply. NDP MP Laurel Collins
recently came to Camosun to meet with faculty and students to hear how the changes to
federal immigration policy are already affecting us.

¢ Program Reductions: Declining revenue has already forced the college to cut both
domestic and international programming, eroding opportunities for students in fields
critical to BC’'s economy. Our Women'’s and Indigenous Trades Programs have already
been eliminated.

e Service Cuts: Vital student services, including Indigenous learner supports, are being
scaled back.

o Job Losses: Faculty and staff layoffs will create a ripple effect across our local economy,
weakening the communities we serve. Workers on layoff will increase the demand on
BC social services and decrease their participation in our economy.

e Cultural and Economic Losses: International students enrich our campuses and
communities in countless ways. Their absence diminishes our cultural vibrancy and
deprives local businesses of valuable workers.

The damage to Canada’s reputation as a premier destination for international education is also
evident. Prospective students are increasingly choosing other countries, tarnishing the “Canada
brand” and reducing our global competitiveness.

Premier Eby, strong provincial leadership is needed now! We urgently need your government’s
support to address these challenges. | respectfully call on you to:

¢ Advocate to the federal government to expand NOCs and restore PGWP eligibility for
international students in college degree programs.

e Provide contingency funding to help institutions like Camosun College manage the
immediate financial impacts of declining international enrollment, ensuring stability for
programs, staff, and students.
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e Reaffirm BC’'s commitment to accessible and affordable public post-secondary
education by working with the Ministry of Post-Secondary Education and Future Skills to
address the systemic funding challenges facing our institutions.

Community colleges like Camosun are more than educational institutions—they are pillars of
our communities. Without swift intervention, the federal policy changes will have devastating
consequences for our college, our students, and the communities we proudly serve.

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter. | look forward to your leadership in
advocating for these necessary changes and supporting BC's community colleges during this
critical time.

Sincerely,

Ofﬁ[ ﬂQ; I

Lynelle Yutani
President, Camosun College Faculty Association

cc:

Tanya Clairmont, Chair, Camosun College Board of Governors, c/o martinh@camosun.ca
Lane Trotter, President, Camosun College TrotterL@camosun.ca

Ann Kang — Minister of Post-Secondary Education and Future Skills PSFS.Minister@gov.bc.ca
Brenda Bailey — Minister of Finance FIN.Minister@gov.bc.ca

Grace Lore — MLA Victoria-Beacon Hill grace.lore.mla@Ileg.bc.ca

Marc Miller — Minster of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Marc.Miller@parl.gc.ca
Mike Burton — Marc Miller Chief of Staff, mike.burton@cic.gc.ca

Terry Beech — Member of Parliament terry.beech@parl.gc.ca

Laurel Collins — Member of Parliament laurel.collins@parl.gc.ca

Elizabeth May — Member of Parliament Elizabeth.May@parl.gc.ca

30f3


mailto:martinh@camosun.ca
mailto:TrotterL@camosun.ca
mailto:PSFS.Minister@gov.bc.ca
mailto:FIN.Minister@gov.bc.ca
mailto:grace.lore.mla@leg.bc.ca
mailto:Marc.Miller@parl.gc.ca
mailto:mike.burton@cic.gc.ca
mailto:terry.beech@parl.gc.ca
mailto:laurel.collins@parl.gc.ca
mailto:Elizabeth.May@parl.gc.ca

